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COMMUNRY SPORTS

Winning beginning for Matadors

Travis Hudsolllfor The Daily Californian

Mount Miguel High School junior varsity catcher Armand Zapata,
center, is helped into the dugout after being hit in the head by a ball.

By Travis Hudson
Spring Valleycorrespondent

SPRING VALLEY - The
Mount Miguel High junior var-
sity basepall team started off its
1995 season in the best way Sat-
urday with a 17-3 win over Lin-
coln.

The Matadors pounded out 10
hits in the game that went just 5
1 \ 2 innings because of rain at
Mount Miguel.

First-year head coach Mario
Correa, who has been coaching
kids in a 16-18-year-old league in
Mira Mesa for the past two years,
says he is stressing the impor-
tance of academics to his team.

"My main concern is academ-
ics," said Correa of his 19-mem-
ber squad. "We have a young
t~am with a lot of potential, but
schoolwork must come .first."

The Matadors practiced their
work habits by studying the Lin-
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coIn pitchers all day and then
putting into action what they had
learned.

Matadors second baseman Josh
Bliesath led his team's hitting at-
tack with three singles while
catcher Armando Zapata singled
and doubled in the win.

Pitcher Randy Merideth and
third basemen Stalin Carranza
bQth belted one douple apiece
while left fielder Robert Canala,
shortstop Julio Millan and
pitcher Leo Wilson all singled.

After a 7-5 loss to Oceanside
Friday. the win over Lincoln was
especially appreciated by Correa
and his squad.

"We need to work on hitting
and the fundamentals, but it is

still early in the year," Correa
said. "The Grossmont (3A)
League (which begins action
April 17) will be very tough this
year, but we have a lot ofj

oten-
tial and I feel we look goo right
now."

Mario Correa Jr. and Robert
Walker .were named assistant
coaches in this season of rebuild..
ing.

Correa said he feels his main
role is to prepare his team for the
next level of play and said that he
believes the program will be a
contender in years to come.

"It may take a few years, but I
think we can build something
strong," Correa said.

The Matadors will continue on
that building process today when
they travel to Crawford for a 3
p.m. game. Mount Miguel takes
on. Montgomery Thursday at 3
p.m.(tih-kp)
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Monarchs win, then lose trio, . ,

Travis Hudson/for The Daily Californian

Monte Vista forwardJosh Straus goes to the hoop against West Hills
In last week's Gros$mont 2A League championship title game at
MonteVista. . '

By Travis Hudson
Spring Valley correspondent

SPRING VALLEY - The
Monte Vista boys' freshman bas-
ketball team kicked off the final
week of the season by defeating
West Hills 83-44 for the Gross-
mont 2A League championship.

Monte Vista' (5-1 league)
jumped out to an early 14-2 lead
and held a 19-13 advantage after
one quarter. The Monarchs broke
open the second quarter with a
9-0 run and a 12-7 run later in
the quarter gave them a 40-24
edge heading into halftime.

The Monarchs had no trouble in
the second half, maintaining dou-
ble-figure leads the rest of the
way.

"This was easily our best game
of tl;1eseason," coach Dave Lehto
said.

Adam Donyes led the Monarchs
with a team-high 18 points and
four assists. Donyes connected on-
8 of 12 shots from the field, in-
cluding two'three-point shots.

Ronny Yousif canned two three-
pointers and finished with 15
points. BroQks Conrad hit 5 of 7
shots to finish with 11 points.
Forward Vince Howard picked up
10 points and a team-high 1.2re-
bounds.

Crosstown rival Mount Miguel
brought the Monarchs back down
to earth with a 76-59 win at

Monte Vista Wednesday. The
Monarchs, who trailed through-
out the game, suffered their tenth
loss of the season.

Monte Vista pulled within 13
points of the Matadors with six
minutes left in the third, but
were unable to get any closer.

Howard and Yousif both tossed
in 14 points with Julian Wright
adding seven. Howard finished
with nine rebounds, two steals
and one blocked shot. Yousif had
one block and three rebounds.

The Monarchs also lost their re-
maining games to University
High and Valhalla.

Trailing by six points at
halftime, the Monarchs crumbled
in the second half in a 64-39 loss
to University Friday.

Shooting WlW' 'plagued Monte
Vista, whicqi),c. just 16 of 68
shots against , '~Pons. Donyes
(15 points), Hc\Yc.,d(10 points, 10
rebounds)a~,j Yi)Usif' (seven
points, six re~i(}und$}ledthe Mon-
archs. . i

Monte VistflfeH toNalhalla, 78-
54 to close 1-qutthe week. The
Monarchs (12-12}§truggled again
shooting, ma1drlg~Ust 8 of 68 shot,
attempts. .

Yousif (15 points), Davon Doss
(11 points, including three three-
point shots), Brooks Conrad (nine
points) and Josh Strauss (nine re-
bounds) helped the Monte Vista
cause.(tih-kp)



Matadors stop streak, win
By Travis Hudson
Spring Valley correspondent

SPRING VALLEY - The
Mount Miguel High boys' junior
varsity basketball' team broke a
two-game losing streak Tuesday
with a 68-59 victory over visiting
Granite Hills. '

Mount Miguel, which led by 15
at halftime, picked up its fifth
conference home win and 14th
victory overall and made a be-
liever out of Matadors assistant
coach Chris Mavromatis.

"We played as well in the fJIst
half as we have all year," Mavro-
matis said.

What the Matadors did in that
.first half was break out to an
early 20-10 lead, then outscored
Granite Hills 19-14 in the second
quarter to grab a 39-24 halftime
advantage.

Mavromatis got a bit of a scare
as his team let their lead slip to

just nine points by the end ofthe
third quarter.

"We almost threw o~r huge lead
away." Mavromatis said. '

The Matadors were able to hold
a 54-45 advantage with eight
minutes left to playas both teams
scored 14 points in the final quar-
ter.

Sophomore guard Cody Elliot
led the Matadors with 21 points
with Reggie Williams close be-
hind, scoring 18. Williams took
down a team-high nine rebounds
while both freshman Darnell
Burgess and Mika Fonoti each
grabbed seven rebounds and con-
tributed eight points apiece.

The Matadors shot just 38 per-
cent from the free~throw line, con-
necting on just 5-of-13 foul shots.
In contrast, Granite Hills Was
perfect from the line, hitting 12-
of-12 shots.

Though pleased overall with his
team, Mavromatis called the

Matadors' free- throw shooting,
"horrible."

The Matadors are now 4-2 in
Grossmont 3A League play, 9-2 in
the Grossmont Conference and
14-7 overall with two games re-
maining on their schedule.

The Matadors travel to Val-
halla to face the team that gave
them their first conference loss of
the season Jan. 31. The 61-47 loss
marked the Matadors' first home'
loss since Dec. 20. The Matadors
finish the season on the road
when they face Grossmont Thurs-
day at 5:30 p.m. .

The Matadors won the first con-
test against the Foothillers in
January, 64-60. Victories in these
two final games would give the
Matadors a first-place conference
finish and Mavromatis said he is
looking at the next two games as
"must wins" for the Mata-
dors.(tih-kp)



Matadors taste tourney win
By Travis Hudson
Spring Valley correspondent

SPRING' VALLEY - Mount
MIguel put a semifinal loss to
University High behind them and
picked up an ll-point victory over
Helix in the third-place game. of
the Mount Miguel Junior Varsity
Christmas Tournament.

The Matadors scored 21 points
in;each of the first two quarters
on their. way to a 20-point
ha1ftime lead. Mount Miguel
scOred just 17 points in the sec-
o~ half, but won 59-48.

'"'
Sophomore Jason Mavromatis

drained nine shots, including a
thr,ee-pointer, to finish with 20
points in the first half. Mavroma-
tis ended the game with 24 points
and eight rebounds. Jimmy Al-
varez pitched in seven points,
while pjcking up four steals.
Brian Wilson also poured in
seven points, while draining all
three of his free-throw attempts.
Th~ lone freshman on the team,
Darnell Burgess, closed out the
game with six points and five
bQards.

Anthony t8rantlno/The Daily Californian

High-scorer Jason Mavromatls at-
tempts a shot Tuesday.

halftime lead slip away and gave
up 41 points in the second half,
gIving University the 12-point
win. .

University went on a 9-2 run to
start the' game and scored 11 un-
answered points after a Mount
Miguel timeout with 3:52 to go in
the< first quarter. The Mataqors
scored nine straight points to end

. the quarter down 18-17.
Jason Mavromatis once again

fueled the Matadors' attack as he
finished with 21 points, including
17 in the first half. Mavromatis
connected on 6-of-8 free throws,
adding to the team's 17-22 per-
formance from the stripe.

Cody Elliott threw in 12 points,
half of which came on two three-
pointers in the final quarter. El-
liott was also brilliant from the
line, sinking all six free-throw at-
tempts. Jason Robinson chipped,
in with 16 points and five boards.

The Matadors outscored their
opponents in the tournament by
13 points per contest. They aver-
aged 69 points a game while only
surrendering 56 to their oppo-
nents. Jason Mavromatis led th~
Matadors in scoring for the tour-
nament as he put 19 points on the
board each outing. Alvarez, El-
liott and Robinson each averaged
more than eight points a night
during ~he tournament.(th-mp)

Mount Miguel starters contrib-
uted 44 of the team's 59 points.

"We put it back together in this
game,'said assistant coach Chris
Ma:vromatis. "Mike Fonoti and
Glen Green had strong defensive
efWrts to help the team."

The win over Helix Wednesday' i,
came after a 76-6410ss to Univer-
sity High Tuesday night. The
Matadors let a seven-pointl'\




